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leader of the movement, Mr. and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, and
Mrs. Tuke, who were together the chief figures of the Women's
Social and Political Union , and it fell to Sir Rufus's lot to prosecute
them on a charge of conspiracy to commit damage and injury.

Their defence was in substance that the blame for the state
of affairs rested not upon them but upon Ministers whose intransi-
gence had goaded them to violent measures, and also that their
speeches and actions had been less provocative than those of the
Ulster leaders, against whom no steps had been taken.

But the jury proved unresponsive to these pleas and found all
the defendants guilty, whereupon Mr. Justice Coleridge sentenced
them all to nine months' imprisonment in the second division
refusing to treat them as first-class misdemeanants since they
openly avowed their intention to continue to break the law.

As the judge rose from his seat there were hisses and cries of
"Shame," while the defendants held something like a reception
in the dock, friends and sympathizers crowding round and shaking
them by the hand, as they smilingly acknowledged these effusive
farewells. Meanwhile, the occupants of the gallery waved and
blew kisses and called good-bye.

Though these were the only proceedings against the "suffra-
gettes" in which Sir Rufus appeared, their spreading activities
caused him great and continuous anxiety. The policy of hunger-
striking by those in prison, with its inevitable counter-policy of
forcible feeding, constituted an increasingly acute problem only
partially solved by the so-called "Cat-and-Mouse Act," by virtue
of which they were allowed out after a period, only to be re-
imprisoned as soon as they had to some degree recovered from the
consequences of their own prolonged refusal to eat.

Into this atmosphere of strain there was suddenly projected in
April of 1912 a disaster so vast in scale and so dramatic in circum-
stance as momentarily to dwarf all other events. The newest White
Star liner, Titanic, had set out from Southampton en April 10 in all
the pride of her unprecedented tonnage and design, bound on her
maiden voyage to New York. On the night of April 14, in clear,
cold weather, she struck an iceberg a glancing blow which tore
open a number of her watertight compartments below the water
line. Four hours later she was at the bottom of the Atlantic.
Of those on board only 703 were saved out of a total complement
of 2,206. Neighbouring ships had been summoned by wireless
as soon as the danger was ascertained, but there was none close
enough at hand to arrive on the scene till five hours after she had
sunk, except the Leyland liner, Californian, which had seen signals
but had for some reason disregarded them.